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LOCAL UM STUDENTS WIN REGIONAL JOURNALISM AWARDS 
MISSOULA —
May 4, 1988
Seven University of Montana broadcast journalism seniors 
have won regional Mark of Excellence awards from the Society of 
Professional Journalists, Sigma Delta Chi.
Thom Jensen of Missoula won first place in the television 
news feature competition for a story on the Silvertip Skydivers 
he did for "Sportsweek," the weekly university sports broadcast 
aired on KECI. Barb Reichert of Huntley took third in that 
category for a "Sportsweek" feature on sports information 
specialist Chris Walterskirchen.
Anette With of Oslo, Norway, won first place in the radio 
spot news category for a story she did for KUFM on forest fires 
last summer. With led a sweep of UM students in that category.
Scott Fralick of Edmonton, Alberta. won second place for his 
KUFM story reported from Great Falls on a Montana agriculture 
meeting discussing the United States-Canada free trade agreement. 
Blue Tanttari of Missoula won third place for a report on an 
employee disability conference in Missoula.
Janelle Ruffcorn of Spokane won first place in the radio 




Laurel Lindell of Poison won third place in that category 
for a feature on a university arts and crafts fair. She also won 
an honorable mention in the television feature category.
A UM School of Journalism student documentary unit broadcast 
on "Sex Education: How Much Is Too Much?" placed second in the
competition's television in-depth reporting category. The 
documentary, which aired on KPAX and MTN last June, dealt with 
the ongoing controversy over sex education in Missoula's public 
schools. It was produced by 1987 UM graduates Erika Colness of 
Altoona, Pa., and anchored by Anna Pazderic of Pullman, Wash., 
and Stuart Wakefield of Missoula. The broadcast's chief writer 
was Tanttari. Other staff members were graduate Jean Jones of 
Pendleton, Ore., and seniors Marit Norberg of Molde, Norway, Jim 
Hall of Allison Park, Pa., and Chris Pulis of Florence.
The awards were announced April 30 at an SPJ/SDX regional 
meeting in Kennewick, Wash. The competition was open to all 
college students in Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana 
who had material broadcast on public or commercial radio or 
television stations. Ruffcorn represented UM at the meeting.
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